INTESTINAL PARASITES
ROUNDWORMS

These are the most common worms found in dogs and cats, especially puppies and kittens.  They live in the small intestine.  The mother can pass them to her offspring through the milk or womb without showing signs of infection herself.  Roundworms can be passes between dogs and cats, so if the affected animal lives in a multi-pet household, a stool sample should be checked on all pets and all of the positive animals should be treated.  It takes 2-3 months for ingested roundworm eggs to mature to adults and start passing eggs.  Therefore, we must wait that long to identify whether a pet has been infected by another animal.

HOOKWORMS

Like roundworms, these intestinal parasites live in the small intestine and are very common.  They are however, more harmful than roundworms if untreated.  They can cause anemia because they suck blood from their host.  Hookworms are transmissible between dogs and cats and like roundworms, it takes 2-3 months for a pet infected by another animal to shed hookworm eggs in its stool.  Hookworms can be more difficult to find in a stool sample than roundworm eggs due to decreased numbers of eggs passed.  Therefore, when a hookworm-infected animal is identified in a multi-pet household, stool samples should be checked on all pets.
WHIPWORMS

These worms are found only in dogs and can be very difficult to eradicate.  They can cause chronic gastrointestinal disease, especially diarrhea, if they go untreated.  Adult female whipworms only shed eggs intermittently, which makes egg detection in a stool sample difficult.  Whipworms can take 3-4 months to mature from egg to an adult, so you would have to wait a long time to determine if one dog infected another.  In multiple dog households, when one infected dog is identified, all dogs should have a fecal analysis and should be dewormed.

TAPEWORMS

Tapeworms are common intestinal parasites found in dogs and cats.  Ingestion of an intermediate host such as a rodent, rabbit, or flea is an essential part of the life cycle of the tapeworm.  When treating to remove tapeworms, we must also eradicate these intermediate hosts to prevent reinfestation.  Tapeworms do not shed eggs; instead they shed segments that look like rice.  In the dog, rabbits and fleas are the intermediate hosts.  In the cat, rodents and fleas are the intermediate hosts.  

COCCIDIA

Coccidia are not worms, but are one-celled intestinal parasites that can cause diarrhea, which can be especially severe in puppies and kittens.  The parasite completes its life cycle in the intestine and eggs are then shed in the stool.  Once an animal is infected with coccidian they usually become immune to reinfection and should be free of the parasite once it completes its life cycle, which generally takes 10-14 days.  Many pets can fight off this infection without treatment, but if they have diarrhea, medication should be dispensed.
